






























A classic story from its very creation, Lone Wolf 
and Cub continues to capture the attention and 
admiration of readers around the globe. In print 
consistentiy since it was first published in its 
native Japan, this edition marks the first time 
the series will reach full fruition in America. In 
this collection of timeless stories, the Lone Wolf 
continues his journey as an assassin on the road 
of vengeance. His arch-enemy, the Yagyu clan, 
has sent the police to round up the Lone Wolf as 
acommon criminal, and little Daigoro becomes 
a Witness to a deadiy crime. The high drama and 
captivating imagery of Koike and Kojima's 
creation, Lone Wolf and Cub, transcends its inherent 
violence with deeply entrenched emotion anda 
timeless integrity that no reader can soon forget. 


“Yyon like the iden of'a country where comics are 
be mainstream media... yonll be cbecking ont the 
new Lone Wolf and Cub.” 
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ANOTETO READERS 


Lone Wolf and Cub is famous for its carefully 
researched re-creation of Edo-Period Japan. To preserve 
the flavor of the work, we have chosen to retain many 
Edo-Period terms that have no direct eguivalents in 
English. Japanese is written in a mix of Chinese 
ideograms and a syllabic writing system, resulting in 
numerous synonyms. In the glossary, you may 
encounter words with multiple meanings. These are 
words written with Chinese ideograms that are 
pronounced the same but carry different meanings. A 
Japanese reader secing the different ideograms would 
know instantly which meaning it is, but these synonyms 
can cause confusion when Japanese is spelled out in 


our alphabet. O-yurushi o (please forgive us)! 
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TE URA-YASYİ 
ARE THE SHOGUN 
ASSASSİNS, MY LORD! 
WE LOSE FACE EVERY DAY 
WE LET ÖGAMI (TTO 
RUN FREE! 
































PLEASE, 

MY LORD. WE 
MUST TERMİNATE 
HUM ZAMEDİ- 
Arelf/! 





LORD RETSUDÖ! 
TOO MANY PEOPLE 
HAVE. ALREADY HEARD 
ABOUT THİS ZONE 


TERE 
15 ALREADY TOO 
UCA TALK İN THE, 
STREETS ABOUT ÖĞAMLS 
FEUD WITH THE YAGYÜ. 
WE'RE, RUNNIN& OUT 


VE WE MOBİLIZE 
ALL OUR MEN, SHEER 
NUMBERS WİLL CARRY. 

THE DAY. HIS SMÖ-RYÜ 

“CANNOT DEPEAT 
US ALLI 


ETME 
SHÖGUNATE, 
BECOMES SERİDUS 
ABOUT INVESTIGATING 
THE İTTÖ CASE, THE 
FİRE COULD SPREAD 
TO OUR OUN 
FRONT DOOR! 


1TTÖ 
CUT DOWN 
KURANDO-SAMA AND. 
GUNBELSAMA, MY LORD? 
DON'T YOU DESİRE 
REVENSEPİ 


TAE SWORP- 
WALL OF THE 
YAĞYU 1S 
#MÜMEELE! 


LORD 
RETSUDÖ! WE 
UMPLORE YOU-SSUE 
TME ASSASSINATION 














1 PLEDGED 
WE WOULD NOT 
TOUCH HİM SO LONG 
AS HE STAYS OUT 
OF THE EDO 
FUNMAN 


VüHiY KURANDO— 
AND GUNBEL, TOO— 
FOUGKT AND DİED 
NOT AS #ASKĞ, BUT 
AS COMMON 
KENKYAKLI 


NO ONE LEFT 
WHO CAN DEPEAT 
OGAMIS S2. 
SCHOOL ZANBATÖ. 
NONE BUT 
ME 




















EVEN 1 
WE YOLATE 
THE PLEDE.. 


THE YAGYU 
ARE USA WE 
HONOR SUSMDÖ? THE 
REPUTATION OF OUR 
SWORD IS ALL 
WE HAVE! 





SET TE KUROKUMA 
MAJA TO TRACK DOUN (TTO, 
AND ONCE THEY FIND HİM, PRE: 
SURE THE KANJÖ-BUGYÖ COM 
MISSİONER OF FİNANCE TO HAVE 
THE LOCAL DAKAN ORDER 
APOSA-GOKÜ 








NOT EVEN ITTÖ'S SWORD CAN 
STAVE OFE HUNDREDS OF POLCE! 
ESPECİALLY WİTH A CHİLD IN TOM... 
AND 1 HE 2085 RESİST, THEN TKAT 
IN İTSELE WİLL SET HIM UP 
FOR CRUCIFIXLON. 





AND THUS, 
WE URA"YASYÜ 
REMAN İN THE 


A ORASNET... 
“CAPTURE...AND 
EKLE TO TEE 


MNES OF SADO 
OR THE TSUKU- 
DA LABOR 
'CAMPI 


YOU'RE 600P, 

ITTO, VERY 600P. 

BUT YOU'UL NEVER 

ESCAPE THE ARMS 
OF THE LAW. 


EXCELLENT! 
PREPARE /W- 
MEDİATELS! 








































































































SEEKIN& TO EMPLOY AND REFORM" THE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MUSMUKU-MONO. 
HOMELESS, THEİR NAMES FOREVER REMOVED FROM THE RECORDS OF THE MWBETSU- 
EMO CENSUS FOR CRIMES AND OTHER IRREGULARITIES, THE TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE 
INSTITUTED A POLICY OF ROUNDING UP VAGRANTS FOR EXİLE TO THE GOLD MNES OF 
SADO ISLAND OR THE BRUTİSH LABOR CAMPS OF TSUKUDA ISLAND. 


SURRENDER 
PEACEFULLYI 





MUSKÜKU-MONO: 









































POSA-SO-SÖ! 
 SURRENDER YOUR 
WEAPONSİ 





1) 


A DRAG- 
NET FOR THE 
HOMELESS? 





A RÖNMS JUST 
A HOMELESS DR/FTER— 
YOURE UNDER ARREST 
FOR VASRANEYI 
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â 
Gi 












RESİST 

AND WELL 
SHOW NO 
MERCY, 
ÖN 


























































































































* (GEKA. .CUR! 
Vi V THE LAW 























z TRYIN& TO PRESS- 
POOL YOU N GANG A SAMURA| AS PART 

CAN'T TREAT BUS4/ z OF A DOSAGOKÖR 

LIKE PEASANTS AND > ABSURD? YOU KAVE 
TOUNSFOLK! v NO RIGHT/ 






HAH YOU MAY HAVE SEZE K 
BCEN A BUSH! ONCE... ya 
BUT NOW YOU'RE JUST KU) GU 
ANOTHER HOMELESS NS 
DRİFTERİ 

























































































































TAKE 
ME TO THE 
DAVAM 


ANS? 



































T DİD WOT RESİST 
ARREST. AS A SUSY/ DEFİLED 
BY YOUR ROPES LİKE A COHMON 
CRİMİNAL, T HAD'NO E#OWEE 
BUT TO FIGAT. 











































































































DRNNŞN 
/ GRANİ 


Ç 


mi 
NİN 


YAY) ş 
































HAS ALL TS OFFICERS ON 
Ü  ALERT. THEYVE EVEN CALLED 
IN SOLDIERS FROM SUYA HAM. 
THEY'RE READY FOR 
ANYTKİNE, 





TO, 
PATMETİC 


























PERHAPS YOU USED TO 

BE KÖSİ KASKAKUNIN... 

BUT NOW YOURE JUST 
"ANOTHER VAGRANT/ 


I REGUEST 
THE NAME OF 


THE DATKAN, | | A 


ACT İN KIS e İNTERESTİNG. T 
PLACE, HONOR DO NOT KNOW YOU, 


AND PROTOCOL ANDI HAVE TOLDNO 


RERLIRE YOU 
TO GVE 
ME YOLR 

NAME, 
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> ç 
RNK CAN 



































DO YOU 60 CRAMILING d 
TO SUWA KAN FOR TROOPS Sali 4 THİS WKOLE DRAENET 
EVERY TİME YOU ARE CALLED 2 15 NOTHİNG MORE THAN AN 
UPON BY THE SHOGUNATE EXCUSE TO SELZE ME-AND THE 
TO PERFORM A SIMPLE RK. | YASYÜ ARE BEHND IT! THEY 
POSASOSÖ t ii FORCED THE KANJÖ- 
N BUEYÖ'5 HANDI 

















HEH, HEK. THE 


İN HİS HASTE 


SCHEMER SCKEMES, 
AND 15 CALGHT İN KIS TO DESTROY ME, 
OUN DEVİCE. N RETSUDÖ ABANDONS 
NA THE PATH OF 
HONOR. 


LIKE A FOOL, HE ABUSES THE POWER 
OF THE GÖVERNMENT TO DO KIS DIRTY 
WORK! AND NO LESS FOOLS ARE THE HAVE GİVEN 


MÜÜRO oancz TomsruNe. > | FİN ELA AES 
PLACE TO 
ME 





ARE FOREVER STANED S YOUR DAIKANSKO 15 
RED? TU BUDA A CHARNAL HOUSE, THE 
MOUNTAM OF OFFICIAL /WVESTIS4- 
TONS WE 
BENİ 


WHEN THEY 
FİND SUWA HAN 























YOU BRA& OF THE WISDOM 


OF ROUNDING UP RÖNM UNTK 
YOUR 2054-40-YÖ? DO YOU KNOW 
HOW MANY ZZU/W WANDER THE 
“COUNTRY, NOW THAT THE SHOGUNATE 
HAS CRUSHED SO MANY 24/MFÖ AND 
ANNEXED THEİR HAN? TENS 
OF THOUSANPS! 


DRİVE THEM İNTO A 
'CORNER TH YOUR FOOUSK 
TACTICS, AND WHAT WILL HAPPEN?/ 
NO 2454) WU WLLINGLY WORK 
AS A SLAVE! THEY WİLL ALL 





| THEY UNİTE, YOUUL 
HAVE AN İNSURRECTİON 
ON YOUR HANDS! THERE ARE 
PLENTY OF DAMYO READY 
TO RISE UP AGAİNST EDOr 
NO WOWDER THE RÖJÜ 
FRET ABOUT THE 
ÖN PROBLEM. 


AND NOW THE #AMJÖ- 
BUY WOULD BREATHE 
LIFE NTO THE SMOULDERİNG 
EMBERS...PAN THEM İNTO A 
RAĞINS BONFİREP 


MAGİNE THE RUMORS-ÖSAMI ITTÖ, 
THE SKÖGUN'S OUN EXECUTİONER, 
ARRESTED IN A 2054-60-YÖ/ DYİNG 
SURROLNDED BY A MOUNTAM OF 
CORPSESİ WHEN THE RÖNİN HEAR 
THAT, THEY'LL THİNK TMEY'RE NEKT? 
THEY'LL TAKE UP ARMS, THE RÖJZ 
WİLL DEMAND AN ACCOUNTING... 
AND UHAT WLL THEY 


THEY CAN BARELY 
SLEEP AT NIGKT 


SEND ME INTO 
EXİLERİ 





THEY'LL END 
THE YAYÜ MIS- 
USED THE NAME 
AND POWER OF 
THE SHÖĞUNATE 
İNLA SCREME TO 
SEND ME İNTO 
EKLE. 


AND THAT 
TME KAMIÖ- 
EUEYÖ AND YOL, 
DAIKAN-YOU 
WERE ACCOM- 
PUCESN 
THIS MALFEA- 
SANCE/ 


HEH, KEK. 
PERHAPS, 
BUT CAN YOU 
BULLD YOUR 
HOUNTAN...2 


HAK ir soup İN 
BE GER 
SPECTACLE! 


Cc) 


İRAN 
Sİ 


ETSE 
HOW YOUR Sö 
SCHOOL SUEMONO- 
















































































NOR HAD İTTÖ FORGOT- 
TEN KIS PROMISE-THAT 
WHEREVER THAT DEADLY 
WEAPON SPOKE, THERE 


AND NIGKTS, FATHER AND SON HAD TOİLED , ” / S R WAS WRİTTEN IN BLOOD 


SHICHİRÖBEYS (AST 


TOGETHER TO MOUNT IT İN THE BOYS CART. 
WİEL AND TESTAMENT. 





















































SHLCHRöBE, 


THE SİLENT GUN- 
SMİTH OF SAKA, 
POURED KIS HEART 
AND SOUL INTO 


NİL 


LL 
SHATTER YOUR. 
VERY BONES, AND GVE 
ME MY MOUNTAM OF 
CORPSES// WHAT 
SAY YOU WOW, 
DAKANPI 


V 


A DOSAGOKÖ FOR 
SAMURAİP YOU ARE A FOOLI 
IT 1S WRİTTEN İN THE SM£YÖ 
AND THE ZOVSO-AS FOOLISK 
AS TAKING A SNARLING TİGER 
INTO YOLR ARMS; A5 CROSSİNG 

A RAGING, FLOOD-SWOLLEN 
RER BY FOOT! 


> e 


İT İS TME 
LESSON OF THE 
GO-DÖ, TME PVE 
PATHS. LİFE İN DEATH 


15 THE WAY OF THE 
WARRIOR? 


TODAY A DAVKAN. 
PERHAPS, TOMORROW, 
A HOMELESS RON. 
THİNK YOU THAT LİFE 
WİLL ALWAYS STAY THE 
SAME? REPENT YOUR 
FOOLISH WAYSI 


























WAT! 








Ze 
























































































































































YOU URA- 
YAĞYU BREAK g , FİGHT AS YAGYÜT 
YOUR PROMLSE? WE CHALLENGE YOU 
TO AOUEL, UKE ANY 
KENKYAKI 


YOU CAN'T HAVE. A DUEL 11 YOU, 
e 


SAT, YOU 


Çamı 
WİTHOUT A CAUSE. AND İF. 1TTÖ? F 
YOU DON'T FİGHT AS YAGYÜ, 
THERE'S NO REASON TO 
FLGHT AT ALL, 






































YOU WERE FEKTINE 
AS YAGYÜ, T COULD 
FACE YOU ONE-ON- 
ONE IN HONORABLE 





NEON YES..YOU HAPI 
en. Nİ YAGYÜ ALWAYS DO BASTARDI 
FEKTINFRoT | 1 BEST WHEN YOU CAN 
OF SO MANY TAB PEOPLE IN 


UMTNESSES? THE PACRI 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE YASYU SAMA-RYÜ 
SCHOOL! THE HIGHEST LEVEL 
OF THE ART OF SA/RAMA-DOR! 
NAKED BLADE ENTRAPMENT? LET 
YOUR ENEMY CUT İNTO YOU TO 
CAPTURE KIS WEAPON, WHİLE 

















WHEN THEY 


NOT THE 
ELEKT AS A GROUP, SWORD OF THE 

THE YAGYÜ HAVE NO ONE, BUT OF TE 
EGUALS IN HEAVEN ALL. FORMDABLE 


THESE MEN 
DİD NOT FIGKT 
ME AS YAGYÜ! 
THEY WERE 
KENKYAKUI 




















pim TT A, 
2 EN 
K 












MANGAK OE ERE 
ScaNNER MAVI (A 


the thirty-(ilth 


Nişht 
Stalkesi 





THE WAY STATİON OF KAMA ON THE 
NAKASENDÖ BYUAY: THE CONFLUENCE 


OF THE KISO AND HİDA RİVERS MADE 
KAWAL THE LARGEST LUMBER CENTER 
ON THIS HEAVILY TRAVELED 
MOUNTAİN ROUTE. 




















TAS ANT 
NO PLACE 
FOR WEE 








SAUDOSA YUK, OR. 
YOU'UL GET STUCK UNDER 











NOW GİT 






































VE THE COPPERS 
FİND YOU POKING 
AROUND, THEYMLL 
STICK YOU NA 
NASTY OLD 
PRISON! 

















THESE THREE MEN 
WİLL GİVE TOKORROW'S 
LOG-ROLUNG DEMON- 


STRATIONS - GENKTEM, 
GENZÖ, AND MAT- 
SUSORO, OLR 
VERY BEST, 


REMEMBER- 
A LOGGER 
COULD ASK FOR 
NO GREATER 
KONOR” 











OUR RİVERS TO 
GET THEİR LUMBER 
TO MARKET... 


AND 
TAEYRE 
DESPERATE 
FOR TME SKS 


SAY 50, SIR- 
THE CLAM 15 
NOT WTHKOUT 


THERESA 
LOT OF LOOSE 
TALK IN THE HAN 
ABOUT THİS MAR- 
RIACE. 722 
MUCH FOR 

MY TASTE, 


YES, PRNCESS AYA 
HAS NO OTHER SUİTORS, 
NOT SURPRİSİNE, AS THE 

RUMORS ARE TRUE-SHE IS 

COMELY, BUT INDEED, SOME- 

HAT... SOM THE DISSİDENTS 

SAY OUR LORD ONLY MAKES 
HER HS WİFE TO GETAT 
ZAKÖJS VAST TIMBER 
RESOURCES, 


'GUMTE. OUR OYN STOCK OF 
GUALITY WOOD DWİNDLES BY THE 
YEAR. OUR HAN DEPENDS ON NDA 

LUMBER'5 SUCCESS, AND THE ONLY 


WAY 
ABLE 
AND 


WE. CAN KEP THEM PROFIT- 
15 TO UNK UP WİTH ZAKÖJ, 
COMBİNE OUR STRENGTHS. 


PROSPERİTY WİLL FOLLOW 


KOMEVER, 
THERE'S NO 
TELLNG WHAT 
THE RADICALS 


THİS PURCHASİNG INSPECTİON 
15 JUST AN EXCUSE, OUR REAL 
PURPOSE 15 TO SHOW PRİNCESS 
AYA SOME FANCY LOG ROLLING 
AND SUCK AND TO AMUSE 
HER-UNDERSTANDP! 


FOR AZL, JINNAL 


TOMORROW'S 
SECURİTY 
MUST BE 


WON'T BE 
DİSAPPONT- 
ED, SIR! 





> e t 
Nİ amir 


1 





THE BOY WAİTED ALONE IN THİS AGE-WORN 
TEMPLE. WHERE HİS FATHER HAD GONE, 

HE DID NOT KNOW. BUT HE WAS USED 

TO WATTIN&. USED TO LONELİNESS... 

TO SORROW... TO HIS LIFE 









































NN a GM 





























ie 








































































































P 4 
PRINLESS 
'... / 






















































































































































































































































































İT WAS YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY TO 
ENSURE PERFECT 


OF COURSE T, JNNA! 
WAKLU, WİLL COMMIT SEPPUKU 
İN PENANCE? BUT FİRST TW 
FİND THE WLLA/ AND BRING HİM 
TO JUSTİCE! TMS T 
SWEAR! 











vd 


a a 








e 


hi a 
a 


















































































































DD YOU 
FIP SOME- 
TANG, 


WHAT THE 
FOOLSH CHİLD HELL 1S THAT 
1S İN 2ANSER.I STUPİD KID 
WAS TRYING TO 
SAVE HUM 








DO YEN 


hz 
72 İŞ 























YES, SIR? 
THREE DAYS AGO 
ARON AND HS KD 
LAD UP AT SHÖREL 

















































IE TME KIDS Z YOU HUNT 
STLL MERE, OP 2 DOVN THAT 
ei RÖNM AND TL 
EMEN, TRACK DOWN 
THE CHLD. 























































































































































































































DAMA İT 
HERE'D KE 


li 


İli 
idi 

















ig .” . oy 09” 


İİ ANN 

















































































































JINNAL 





UL, 
Dar a WHAT DO 
HANI YOU MEAN, 


m PA? BOY?! İT 
BG a) WAS MP? 















































HEH WELL, 
IT LOOKS LİKE 
YOU'VE FORCED 


1 ORDERED 
ALL THE MEN 
OFE TO SEARCH 
SHÖHEL TEMPLE. 


SO! ARE YOU READY TO 
DIE? AFTER ALL, O-METSUKE 
SAMA, YOL'D HAVE TO COMMT 
SEPPUKU ONER THS SCANDAL 


ANYUAY. JUST THİNK OF TAS 
ME DOİNG YOUR KA/SMAKL... 
IN APVANLE? 











e 


HEH...SURE. 
EVERYONE WANTS 
A BETTER JB. 
IS ONE OF THE 

BUDDHA'S F/YE 


AND WİTH THE OPPOSTION. 
TO OUR LORD'S MARRİAGE, 
WELL, WHAT BETTER OPPOR- 
TUNİTY FOR ME THAN 
PRİNCESS AYA'S 
VSIT! 





COMMİT SEPPUKU, 
HONORED SIR, 7 
THE NEXT İN ÜNE 

FOR YOUR POST! 





TL BE HELL WİNE THAT 







SMPLE TO SET HES İNNOCENT, BUT EŞ 204 
W TE BOYS Fa EEE WHOLL LİSTEN TO EE 
İTER AS THE KL — SOME SCRUFPY — 
ER, AND WRAP EE RÖNP > 
İTAL UP 
TIK. 











YES..A DERANGED > Şİ BOTK MAN 
RÖNİN ASSASSI- SUFFER, AND IT 
MATES PRİNCESS AYA, ii ALL EVENS OUT. 
TEEN KLLS OUR Of: > in Eg HEH REH 
METSUKE, : ğ yp HEK 





































Ş 


ray 


























PERFECT! 
eğ TUREE BRDS 

YöLRZ ve VEN WLTH ONE 
FATHER? > STONE! 








NOW 


WHAT 15 THE 


MEANİNG OF 


TAS? 





A 


743) a i , 


©. 









MANGAK OE ERE 
ScaNNER MAVI (A 


te Wirty-six th 


Cloud 
D>ason, 
Wind 
Tee 

































































































































































ÜN 
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Za 

















TNE ALWAYS 
LOVED THİS VEM 
FORGVE ME FOR 
INSISTIN& UPON 
SEEİNG IT ONCE 
MORE BEFORE 
I DIE. 


WE ALL WERE 

WARRIORS. IN OUR 

HEARTS, WE LONG 
FOR DEATH ON 
THE FELD OF 


I DON'T KNOW 
HOW (T WAS İN THE 
DAYS OF SENSOKU, 
BUT THERE CANNOT BE 
MANY DAMYÖ TODAY WHO 
WOULD CHOOSE SUCH 


WHAT GREATER 
SATISFACTION THAN MİLL YOU 
TO KNOW THAT MY GRANT ME 
BLOOP STANS THESE ONE MORE 
FİELDS. THANK YOU ( İNDULGENEZ? 
FOR GRANTING $ k 
TAS WISH, 


MİGHT THAT 
BE, MV 


 ÖZANLITIĞ, 
KÖS! KASHAKUNIN... 
TI HEAR YOU ARE 
A MASTER OF 


WOULD YOU 
SHOW ME THAT 
İNNER SECRET 








N MAKABE PRACTICES, 

Ö-BANSASMIRA THE TALSMA-RYÜ, AND 1S 
MAKABE SKÖZEN, THE FOREMOST SULORDSUAN 

MİLİTARY ATTACAĞ OF OUR HAN. EVEN IF YOU 
TO OUR LORD. USE. SANNKEN NAKED BLADES, 

> HE. CAN STOP HİS SWORD 

A HAR'S BRADTK ALAY. 

15 THİS ACCEPTABLE? 





























ONLY THE 
TAHA SEKDOL HAS HE 
WAKISAMAE LOST HİS 
SİDE STANCE MİNDP? 
HAS ANY CHANCE > 
OF SUCCESSİ 





EY 

TÖDAN...HS 
WEAKEST 
STROKE?/ 








WHY 1S HE 
USİNG THE JÖDZAN 
STANCE?! YOU CANT 
JUD6E YOUR DISTA 
AGANST THE SÖ 
WAVE-SLİCNE 
STROKE! 

































































WAY, 
MAKABE-DONOP? 
WHY DD YOU USE 

JÖPAN AĞAMNİST KIS 

WAVE-SLCNE 


OONT YOU 
ÜNDERSTAND 
OUR LORD'5 
FEEUNESP! 


A5 
WMOLE REASON 
FOR PİNE 
YOU AĞAMST 
ATTÖ ÖĞAMIP? 


HE WANTED 
YOU TO KİLL AMI 
ONE LAST BLOW 
AGAİNST THE SOSUN! 
DONT YOU 
UNDERSTAND KIS 
DANS KUSAPİ 





OUR LORP 
WANTED TO STRİKE / 

ONE BLOW AAMST THAT V 1 YOUR TASHA-RYÜ 
hs SIDE STANCE MEHT 

HAVE PREVALED! 

YOL ENT UNDERETND TARIM ANAY YOR 
M5 ANGUSA f e ONLY CHANCE FROM 

k TME OUTSET? 


1F ANYONE 
OULD HAVE KLLED 

ÖSAMI İTTÖ, İT WAS 

YOL, THE TAİSHA-RYÜ 


THAT OUR 
LORP AccEPrep 
THE BISHONOR 
Or sepPuku (| vam 
p ourscems you 


YES. 
TMIGHT HAVE 
PREVAİLED. 














ZE m AA 
ZLE 


a 













AN 








YOU PERFORMED 
KASHAKU. 


THE RIVER FLOWS, 
BUT THE WATER NEVER 
RETURNS. THE CLOUDS, 
TOO, ALWAYS CHANGİNG... 

MOON AND SUN, 


ETERNAL TRAVELERS. 


















































EVEN TORN LOOSE, 

A SINGLE BRANCH CUT OPP FROM 
175 SOURCE, THE HÖZUK/"5 SEEDPODS 
GLOW CRIMSON, UNCHANGED WİTH THE, 
PASSING OF TIME. THUS 1, TOO, WOULD 
WİSH TO BE. AND 50, T HAVE MADE THİS 

PLACE WHERE MY LORD PERİSHED UY 
HOME IN LİFE, AND THE EVENTUAL 
RESTİNE PLACE FOR MY BONES. 











e 


gl 


e a — — 





TI NEED 
YOU TO KUL 
A SİNGLE MAN, 
A RÖVİM. 


LVES BY 

THE BANKS OF 

THE SHINOBU, 
RIVER 


TO JUST SEND 
OUT MY MEN TO 
DISPOSE OF HM, 
BUT..17'5 NOT 
50 SIMPLE, 


HES A LOYAL 
RETAİNER OF THE 
FORMER DAMYÖ ARIMA, 
DISBARRED FOUR YEARS 
AGO, ANDA MASTER OF 
TALSHAFRYÜ SWORDSMANSHP. 





Ü 
U 
Vepa 


THE COMMONERS 

HAVE A GREAT REVERENCE 
FOR HIM. AS BEST T CAN TELL, 
HE SPENDS HIS DAYS WORKİNG 
HIS SMALL FİELD AND FİSHİNG 


TO TAKE OVER 
THE HAN, OF COURSE 
THE SUBOECT 
OF TAS RÖNM 
CAME UP, 














AY SENLOR Vİ : : SEEKINE NO NEY 
ADVISORS WERE Saki MASTER, NOR UZAVINE THE 
DEEPLY 1MPRESSED. a o. LAND WHERE HIS LORD HD 
THEY SAW HM LYNC İN ME Dem Trev CALLEDANN 
NO BETTER THAN : i UNSPİRATION, THE VERY 
A PEASANT İN S MODEL OF THE TRUE 
ORDER TO KOURN BUSH. AND SİNCE TKY 
HIS DEPARTED İ PRAİSED HIM SO HIGELY, 
LORD. : I CHOSE TOLENE 
a , p HAKABE ALONE/ 








175 TE 
SAME OLD, OLD 
Ç İ  sroRv-oirreReT 
YOUNG HANSA z a  GENERATIONS, 
SAM IT DFFERENT 
DİFFERENT. ER l b), PERCEPT0NS 








a PArHerle 


VE HES REALLK 
SO LOYAL, HE SHOULD 


A MUDDY FİELD?! 





WHEN HES 
A DODDERİNG OLD 
WRECK, PEOPLE WLL 
PONT AND AYSA 
THAT WAS A RETAİNER 
OF THE OLD 
LORD ARIMAY 


vesi 
HE DOESN'T 
HONOR HİS 
LORD, KE 
SHAMES 
HR 


CONFRONT HMI 
WELL MAKE HH 


YOLN& FOOLS 
STORMED OFF 
TO NTERROGATE 
'MAKABE, 





LİKE WİND THROUGH 
A WILLOW TREE, AND 


IN THE END, 
THEY DEMANDED 
TO SETTLE İT 
BY THE SWORD. 

















7 


, 
/ 


STUPp 
BASTARDI 





IT İE WE FCEL UKE, 
YOU OLD FART/ 





BOWS HIS 


HEAD IN 
SUPPUCATION! 
PLEASE 








' | ıl i l 
iş 


i 











MORE KANSAI 
WENT CHARGING OUT AT 
TME NEWS. THEY NEVER 
RETURNED. A DOZEN OR 
MORE, ALL CUT 
DOUN! 


HS SKİLL 15 
TERRİEYİNS. OUR. 
MAN STRİCTLY FORBIDS 
PRNATE FEUDS, BUTT 
SHPLY CAN'T STAND 
BY ANY LONGER 





MAKABE 
MUST BE ELİMN- 
ATED, EVEN (T MEANS 
'CALLIN& OUT OUR 
ARCHERY AND RİFLE 
COMPANLES, 


AND 
JUST TODAY, 
ANOTHER 
SIK, 


BUT |F THE STORY 
SPREADS, WHAT THEN? WED 
BE THE LAUGMİNGSTOCK OF THE 
COLNTRY—"SENDİNE AN ARMY TO 
FİGHT A SNGLE RÖYMW? AREN'T 
THERE ANY SUSAN 
TAKAGAKI HAVPI" 





I TELLYOU. 
THE MAN KILLS 
A SCORE OF MY 

HANSA, AND YET 
SHOWS NO S1EN 

OF FLEENE. 





LORD ARIMA 
1T'S EVEN 'COMMITTED SEP- 
MORE UNSETTLİNE | | 24€4/ Ev THE BANKS 
NOT TO KNOW OF THE SHİNOBU 
RİVER. MAKABE TREO 
TO STOP YOUR 
HORSEMEN DURNA 
THEİR RACE... Sd 











İN FACT, 
IT MAKES IT 
ENEN MORE 
PERATIVE! 
PLEASE ATEL 

MAKABE! 





BUT IT'S 
TOO LATE 

FOR ME TO 
BACK DOUN 


IT PANS 
ME TO BUY 
THE UFE OFA 


PLACE WHERE 
HİS LORD 





TT 
) İ ğ 


i 
YAN 








MY LORD...FOR 
FOUR YEARS 1 HAVE 
CLUNG TO LIFE, NEGLECT- 
NG MY DUTY. BUT NOW IT 
SEEMS DEATH VISITS 
ME AT LAST. 





HAD T NOT MET ÖĞAMI 
İTTÖ, 1 WOULD HAVE GUARDED 
THIS PLACE UNTIL TİME AND AGE 
CLAİMED ME...BUT IT SEEMS 
HEAVEN HAS NOT ABANDONED 
ME. PLEASE, MY LORD... 
OBSERVE ME PROM 

a, APAR 






























































THE MOMENT T 
SAW YOL, 7 KNEW 
YOU'D BEEN HRED 
BY THE CASTLE 
TO KILL ME, 


I DIDN'T USE THE 
TALSHA-RYÜ SİDE STANCE 
THAT DAY FOR A REASON.T 
CHOSE TO TAKE MY LORD'S 
REGUEST TO SEE YOUR 
SUORDWORK AT 


EVEN IF T HAD STRUCK 
ONE SMALL BLOW AĞANST THE 
KOLLYKOCK CREST, WHAT WOULD 
IT HAVE. ACCOMPLISHED? |F MY LORD 
WİSHED TO DEFY THE TOKUĞAMA, TİE 
WAY OF THE WARRIOR WOULD HAVE BEEN 
TO MUSTER KORSE AND SOLDİER, AD 
DİE IN BATTLE SEFORE OLR HAN 
WAS DISBARRED AND HE WAS 
SENTENCED TO S6PPUKU. 








THE TRUE I DİDN'T WANT FUTURE 
WARRİOR SHOULD GENERATİONS TO MOCK MY. 
FACE DEATH CALMLY, > LORD FOR AN UNSEEMLY DEATH 
WİTH NO REGRETS AND THUS TACCEPTED THE 
IN HIS HEART. STIGMA OF DISLOYALTY, 

z Ni ANDA LİFE OF 
SHAME, 


THEY SAY THAT THE A LORD LONGS FOR 
(CLOUDS MAKE THE DRAGON RETANERS WHO CAN BE 
FLY, THE WİND MAKES THE HİS WİND AND HİS CLOUD. 
TİGER RUN... THERE 15 NOTHİNG İN TRUTH, THEY LONG 
MORE TRAĞIC THAN A DRAGON FOR A RETAİNER SUCH 
WİTKOUT THE CLOUD, A TİGER AS YOURSELF. 


WİTHOUT THE WİND. 


LOYALTY, BEYOND 
DEATH. UNCHANGING, LIKE 
THE HÖZÜKT YOU TAKE 
FOR YOUR NAME. LORD 
ARIMA WAS BLESSED 
WİTH BOTA ELOU2 














































































MANGAK OE ERE 
ScaNNER MAVI (A 





Zayi 


yan emu 


cl 





«RETY-THREE STATIONS 
OF TÖKAİDÖ: KANAYA 
HROSHEE) 


ll 







































































e ya 


AE 


STAY HERE, 
TRAVELERSİ 








A HARD 
ROAD, SIR?! 


KUKUYA FOR 
THE NIEHT/ 








PUL 

COME ON, YOURSELE 
OCKANI TEE TOGETHER! 
OTKER İNNS'UL 

TAKE OUR 

BUSİNESS? 








a 

0) 

DON 
w 











DURING THE EDO 
7. PEROD, ARAME- 
İ WOMEN WHO WASHED 
THE FEET OF 6UESTS 





; TİRED FROM THEİR 
JOURNEYS COULD BE 
” EOUND AT STATİON 
TOUN INNS THROUGK- 
OUT THE LENGTK OF 
JAPAN'S MAJOR 

— BYWAYS, 











THESE GİRLS 
DIFFERED NOTA 
WET FROM THE 
MESMMORİONNA 
WHO SERVED 
GUESTS THEİR 
MEALS. 











TMEY WERE 
BOTA 


EXPECTED... 








10 
WNTH THE GUESTS 
“ON DEMAND. 











OF THE TİMES, 
DE-ONNA- 




















7“ 


e 





YEWOULD 
YOU LIKE 
TO STAY? 





















si yi 











AS YOU CAN SEE, 
I JUST CHEWED HER 
OUT. NEW GİRL. 
UTTERL KOPELESS. 
FACT 15, WERE AL 
FULL UP AND— 



















THERE'D BE NO 
PROBLEM, BUT AS 
ET HAPPENS, WERE 
HAVING A SPECAL 
CARYSANTHEMUM 
EKİNE ON THE 
SEVENTK, 


STAY KERE 
AVKLE, 





THE 
ENTİRE İNN THE VIEYİNG 
WİLL BE İN 

YOUR GARDEN, 


KAKECANA HAN, 
WİLL BE GRACIN SERVANT'S 
2 “GUARTERS OR AN 
OUTBULDING 
WİLL DO, 




















5 
la 
28 
EZ 


KEEP YOUR BOY 
AMUSED FORA 

KOLR OR TWO 

WHİLE YOU- 








NOT AT 


OPFEND 
you, sır?! THS WAY. 





HEH, HEK... 
TLL TAKE 600P 
CARE OF THİS, SIR, 


















5 OR...MAYBE İTS 
THAT FAKE RÖNW 

WT FAKE AĞU TE e vE 
EGOLME HES A HEİR TO A NOBLE 
315 E1SH, HE 15 HOUSE? A SUECES- 
A SECRET MİSSLON gey O TRUE, 


TO EDO FOR HİS 



















mese gavsmu Y 


MUMS BLOSSOM 
AFTER THE REGULAR 


SEASON. THE LAST Va 


CARYSANTHEMUMS, 
SOME SAY, 


THEİR PETALS 
ENDLRE TKE Çi 
WİNTER FROSTS. 
I FIND THEİR 
BEAUTY...HEART- 
BREAKİNG. 








> 4 











ACT ALVE, 
DAMN TT 








SO. SHALL 


WE GETON 
al MİT e? 




















II 


// 


/ 
lr 
rh 





























SON 


7Ş 
> 








ZE 
ZİN 








NOVEMBER 


p Twerlerk, 





*FUJEDA YÜNOSAIK 
CANALAL STİPEND, 
DAME 





HOW, A SAMURA! 
HOW CAN 
TAS FEK 


*TERMINATION OF DUTY. 


HOUSEKOLD STİPEND 
SUSPENDEP, 





NOVEMZER TMİRTETİ, FAETA YEAR OP MERE, 

ÇUNEDA YÜNOSUNN: MAN YORSE GUARY (ANNUAL 
GTPEND, ONE YUNDREY Çaery MOKUN DYE TO 
YERMİNANNON OE VU OE Tue AFOREMENİ NONEV 


YUNOSUNN FO LLOYAN& VERTU VADER 


UNACCEPTABLE CARLUMGTANCES, TE ÇUNEDA 


YOUSEMOLU GTPEND 16 GUSPENVED 
NDEFNNİTELİ. 
































































































































4 
de İN 
YEN 








WHY DİD 
PLEASE! g MY BROTHER 
1885 YOU! COMMIT SAATĞ TK 
KINU-DOWO OF 
ECHGOYA?I 


HOW COULD 
THİS HAVE, 
HAPPENEP? 


KOY 
SHOULD 
WE Kİ 


THAT 
MAKES WO 
SENSE! 





MY BROTHER 
MAS PLEDGED TO 
O-MAKI OF THE 


THE 6OTÖ 
OLAN VTSELF 
ACKNOWLEDGED IT... 
TMEY'D EVEN PİCKED 
İTE DAY TO ANNOUNCE 
VT FORMALLYI 


YOUD BE 

VERY WSE 
TO KEEP IT 
TAAT WAY, 


THEY 
WEREN'T FORMALLY 
ENSAGEP, BUT IT'S 
TRUE! AND YOU ALL 
KNOW 1T TO BE 


WHY KİLL 
HIMSELF WİTH 


BE 


OUR LORD'S 
PERSİSTENCE 
WON HER OVER... 
SHE HAS AGREED 
TO BE KS 
MİSTRESS. 


ER... 
ONCH-DONO. 
NOT MANY PEOPLE 
OUTSIDE OF THS 
İROOM KNOW ABOUT 
O-MAKI-SAMA 
AND YOUR 
BROTHER. 


YOU SEE, 
O-MAKI-SAMA WİLL SOON 
O-SOKUSMITSU IN THE CASTLE, 
WİTH ALL THAT İMPLIES. 175 BEST 
NOT TO SPEAK TOO FREELY, 
ONCH-DONO, 


WE WONT 
EVEN BE ABLE 
TO CALL HER 
BY NAME, 





THERES 
ONLY ONE WAY 
A WOMAN CAN UVE 
ALONE İN THİS 





YOURSELF, 
OLCH-DONO! 


YOU WANT 
TO KNOW 
TME TRUTAP 

THEN... 
TELL YOU 





MO? YOU 
DON'T MEAN... 
YYOU'RE NOT 
SERİOLS...2I 








TO THE FUJEDAS 
A 


MİSERABLE ONE 
HUNDRED FİFTY KOKU. 
OR A DAMYÖS 
HİSTRES9? 








THEY KNEW 
TERE WAS NO 


HE WAS HEAD 
OVER HEELS FOR 
O-MAKI, SEE, 
AND IF HE KICKED 
UP A FUSS, 
BAD NEWS, 





)LOOKED AROUND. 


PICKED ECMSOYA KINL, 
THE DALGHTER OF THE 
WEALTHY RİCE WHOLESALER. 
SHE WAS ALREADY STAYING 
WİTH THE FUTIEDA CLAN, 
STUDYING ETİGLETTE, 
ANYUJAY, 


TME REST... 
WHO KNOWS, FOR SURE? 
BUT WE FİGURE THEY SLİPPED THEM 
SOME KIND OF SLEEPİNG DRUĞ, 
ARRANGED THEM TO LOOK 
UKE A SAMTĞ... 





YOU TO THE SONE... 
HELL, SHE SLEPT WITK 





SANJTĞ 
WTHLA MERCHANT'S 


DALGKTER...2 
A SCANDAL LIKE THAT fl 
WOULD GET THE 
WHOLE FUTLEDA CLAN 
BANISKED FOR 
600P. 


LOOKS LIKE THEY 
CONERED THEİR TRACKS 
PRETTY WELL, TOO. EVEN 


ENOUEH TO MES5 WTH 
THE DAMYOS 
MSTRESSPİ 


O-MAKI-S44 
SET HERSELE 
UP FOR PE, 

AND YÜNOSHN 
GOT HMSELE 
KİLLED LIKE A 
PG-HEADED 

12107? 





> EN 









































CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
BLOOM SPLENDIDUY 
THİS YEAR 








FUJEDA 
OCA, SİSTER 
OF YÜNOSAN, 





7 i 
ören ER > bizi 


SLAY TEE 
INTRUDERİİ 






































EE 





İLEN 


Ü 


A R 
MOTHER AND JUST AS 
FATHER WİSK z YOU WOUD 

TER BELOVED > CLEAR YOUR 
DALEKTER EROTHER'5 
MENGED.... NAME, 











774 
/ 












MANGAK OE ERE 
ScaNNER MAVI (A 


te Whirty-eishth 





Penal 
Code 
htiele 
Seven ty- 
hihe 








2 a) 


» 
z 


JE | —ağeğeğie 
Bağca 
Şe 
Ka iyan 


We ri 


*A. NO EXCUSE OF ABE: 
(1) FOR MURDER: 
UNTIL AGE FİFTEEN, 


ENTRUSTED TO RELATVES, 
THEN BANISHMENT TO 
OFFSHORE ISLAND. 

1) FOR ARSON: 

SAME AS İTEM (0. 

AI) FOR THEFT: 
PUNİSHMENT LEVLED ONE 
DEGREE UEHTER THAN 
FOR ADULT OFFENDERS. 





*PUNİSHMENTS FOR MINORS: 
FLOGGNG 

A. OPFENDERS FİFTEEN 
YEARS AND UNDER SHALL 


BE ELIGIBLE TO BE FLOGGED. ) 
© z 
3 
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FLUTES AND DRUMS, 
CARRIED FANTLY ON 














PAGEANT 























FESTNAL TO TS 


SMALL BOY. 


WHAT ASA 























































































































İsighhE 
YOU ALWAYS 


HOKURO.... 
di YOU ALWAYS 
7 b 
a RYDİNE E DPPA THERE AREN'T EVEN 
PLAY STALL a AFTER YOUVE ei 
AND SAĞMAK, N : e 
li > 


TEYRE. 
STİLL KICKING AND ISN'T İT 
FASTER IF WE 
BACK AFTER | çiğ N pl 
NEW YEAR'S. $ a 
DON'T HARDLY 
GİVE A DAMN, 


STİCK TO 
ME LİKE GLUE, 
AND BAS 
THE TAKET 












































GRAB HERİ 
SHE'S A P/EA 
POCKET? 








A 


li 















< 
7 rd 





THİS KİD. HE MAY 
BE ONE OF O-CHÖ'S 
GANG... MAYBE A 

mn RELATIVE? 


INTERESTİNG. 
MOST KIDS, 


YOU SHOW THEM 
THE TTTE, 


SAY YOLU BUY 
THEM CANDY... 





THERE İSN'T 
A İİTTE-MON. 
ALVE WHO'S SEN 
*GULCK-CHANGE* 


AND 


WOULD PAY 
ATTENTİON 


İN. 
İli 


ie — 






HES JUST 
AUTTLE 89/ 








“COMMISSIONER, 
TVE TRACKED THS 
ELUSIVE PICKPOCKET 
ALL THE WAY 








THAT AFTER 17/5 
İ ovER, HES Gone 
NÜ) UNDEREROLND FOR A 
İN WHLE, TVE OT SUST 
NN, 282 par TO Save 
TMS GO-DALSK- THE REPUTATION 
RAKI. MA OE THE FORCE, 

















YOU WONT THERE 1 
ACCOMPUSA | ei ONE OTHER OPTON, 
ANYTANE BY WOMAN İN THE ACT, SIR. THE CRIMINAL 
ARRESTİNG THE CHARGES e Tale za 
WONYT STİCK. V 
Gİ 








DON'T DO THİS, 


EVİL TRUMPASI 


TO NAİL O-CKÖ, 
THEN. 














































































































N 
$ 


ALL TYKE 
LIKE THAT 








JOB WAS TAKEN, 
ONE ALWAYS KEPT 
ONE'S WORD TO 
HİS CLENTS. 


TAAT WAS 
ALWAYS THE WAY 
OF HİS FATHER, 
ALL HE HAD EVER 
KKOUN 



































WORRY, AVESO. 
TOUGH, YEAK, BUT 





ASIN 














Bekpocker, NK 
*GULCK-CHANGE 
OCA! 





AND SHE'S 
BEEN IMPLICATED 
IN THE TKEFT 
OF KUNDREDS 
OF YO 
AUNDREDS!/ 


1 ARRESTED 
THIS KİD BECAUSE 
HE WAS CAUGKT 
HOLDING O-EMİ'S 
TAKE FOR HERİ 


NOW, THİS 
O-CHÖ'S GPUİTE A GALI 
SHE'5 SO 600D PEOPLE 
CALL KER “GULCK-CHANGE," 
“SEVEN FACES," ALL KINDS 
OF WMPRESSİVE NAMES, 
AND NO ONE'S EVER SEEN 
HER REAL FACE! 


AND TAKE HER /W, 
NO MATTER WAT 
IT TAKESİ 


AND HE WONT 
GET OFF EASY 
BECAUSE HE'S YOLNS/ 
FİRST, THE SUNDA! 
WİLL İNTERROGATE 
HİM, AND IF HE DOESNT 





ELE iz 
NİNE OF THE A/J/SATA 








HEAR ME 
OdT? T BELEVE 
'WE COME INTO 


THE ER/MINALI 
NOT T KATE THE 
ERME! 


iF You 
DON'T STOP IT, 
IT SERFADS. 
AND HURTS MORE 
AND MORE PEOPLE. 
AND İT CAN TURN 








a 
> (ri 
f ii 
yi 








1E İT'LL BRNG 
A BETTER LİFE TO 
A HUNDRED PEOPLE 
NO, A TKOUSAND, 
TEN THOUSAND 
PEOPLE... 





BUT THE MOMENT 
YOU REFUSE TO 
SAVE THİS Z0Y, T STOP 
HATIN& YOUR ER/MES... 
AND START 
HATING YOU 
















































































THE FLOGGİN& TOOK PLACE BEFORE THE KANSKO GATES. 

A LİGHT FLOGGING WAS FİFTY LASHES, A HEAVY FLOGGİNG, 
ONE HUNDRED. THE CRIMINAL WAS PLACED ON HİS STOMACI, 
AND WAS BEATEN ABOUT THE SHOULDERS, BACK AND BUTTOCKS. 
THE STROKES CONTİNUED UNTIL LOSS OF CONSCİOUSNESS, 
THEN RESUMED AFTER THE PRISONER RECOVERED. THE STİCK 
USED FOR A FLOGGING MEASURED ONE SHAKU NİNE SUN İN 
LENGTH AND FOUR SUN FİVE BU IN CIRCUMFERENCE, 

AND WAS MADE OF BUNDLED CANE, N 

WRAPPED TİGHT WİTH LONG 

STRIPS OF PAPER. 





GAZİTIEA 


27? 
















YEAK...NOT 

A ELİNE 

s İİ wraTTHE 
MEL. 








SEVENTY-NİNE OF THE 
O-SADAMESAKI, PETY 
LASHES, COMMUTED 
TO TARTY." 











TAKE THİS INTO 


(CONSİDERATION, 
TI PROMISE 
you. 


NOW. THAT 
WALLET YOU HAD— 
SOMEONE GAVE IT 
TO YOL, RİGHT? 
AND IT WAS 74/5 
LADY... YES? 





SON... 
1E YOU ÜE, 
WELL HAVE 
TO FEAT 
Your 





ms 
A RISAT, 
SWEETİE, 





WHAT TF SKE'5 
JUST CONFESSİNE 
TO SAVE THE BOY? 
WE DRAG HER BACK 
TO EDO AND THEN 
LOOK UKE POOL, 

WHİLE TAE REAL 
O-CHÖ CONTINLES 
HER CRİMESİ 


THİS İSN'T 
NECESSARY. 


WE DIDN'T CATCK 
HER LFTİNG A WALLET, 
CARRYIN& STOLEN 60005, 
MOTHNSİ SHE CAN CONFESS 
ALL SHE UKES—BUT UNLESS 


AND 
BESİDES—TKE 
Boy Says 
MO 











| 





























IM OCAĞI 
*GULCK-CHANGE" 
O-CHÖ, “GOLDEN- 


SWEETHEART, 

TM SESEİNE 

YOU-SAY YES” 
PLEASE SAY OİB 


WHY ARE, 


vOU..PROTECTNS İD 





e; > HE'5 SAMURAİ. Ee HRANT 
DD YOU SAK ei ; 
ANYTHİNS TO 
HM UKEN YOU 
GAYE HM THE 


NEW IT. ES 


THİS FOR ME, U 
PEELİNG THAT İNİN DONG HİS BEST 


HIS PARENTS 
HAVEN'T COME 
FORWARD TO GLAM 
HİM. YOU THİNK 
HE COULD BE 
ORPHANED?. 


D-DARLING...2 
TO THANK YOU, 
LI AROMSE... 


A 
































YONE WOLF AND CUB FOOK SEVEN: TWE END 
70 BE CONTINLED 


GLOSSARY 


anego 
Underworld slang for a woman crime 
boss, or the wife of a crime boss, A 
derivation of ane, or elder sister. 


bantö 

The chief clerk in charge at inns, 
bathhouses, and other establishments, 
similar to today's hotel manager. 


bu 
Approximately 3 millimeters. 


bushi 
A samurai. A member of the warrior 
class. 


bushido 
The way of the warrior. 


cho 
Old unit of measurement. 
Approximately 109 meters (119 yards). 


crucifixion 

One form of punishmeni in the Edo 
period was to be nailed or tied to an 
“X“-shaped wooden frame fixed in the 
ground and exposed to the elemenis 
unül death. 


currency 
bu — A small coin, worth 1/4th of a 1yö. 
mon — A copper coin. 

kan — A bundle of 1,000 #ion. 

monme — A silver piece 

1yö — A gold piece, worth 60 monme or 
4 kan. 

shu — Edo-period coin. Woruh 1/16th of 
ari. 

daikan 

The primary local representative of he 
shögunale in territories outside of the 
capital of Edo. The daikan and his staff 
collected taxes owed to Edo and 
oversaw public works, agriculture, and 


other projects administered by the 
central government. 


daikansho 
The office of the daikan. 


daimyo 

A feudal lord. 

“the five lusts” 

Goyoku. The Buddhists describe five 
primal human lusts: the lust for wealth, 
for eros, for food, for social advancement, 
and for sleep. 


funai 
The inner wards of Edo, home to the 
samurai class. 


go-daishi-biraki 

A traditional folk festival (later loosely 
linked to Buddhist teachings) held in 
ate January. 


go-dö 

The five levels in the cyee of Buddhist 
reincarnation: heaven, human, beast, 
starvation, hell, 


ge-yö 
Official business. As a lantemn carried 
by the officers of he daikan magistrate, 
the eguivalent of today's national 
police, or as the shout of the police 
apprehending a criminal, “40-yö” 
was one of the most dreaded 
words in the world of Edo Japan's 
criminal elemenis. 





gundai 
Commissioner. In areas administered 
directiy by the shögunate rather han 
bya local han, he daikan magistrate was 
superseded by 1he gundai, who 
performed the taxation and law- 
enforcement duties of the daikan but 
over a larger territory. 


gundai kansho 


Office of the commissioner. 


han 
A feudal domain. 


hanshi 


Samurai in the service of a han. 


Ando Hiroshige 

One of he most famous woodblock artists 
ofall ime, The depicted panel is Kojima's 
homage toa scene from Hiroshige's series 
of scenic sights along the Tökaidö byway 
from Edo to Gojusanısuği, the ancient 
capital of Kyoto. 


honjin 
The lodgings for daimyö and senior 
shögunate official. 


honorifics 

Japan is a class and status society, and 
proper forms of address are critical. 
Common markers of respect are the 
prefixes o and go, and a wide range of 
suffixes. Some of the suffixes you will 
encounter in Zone Wolf and Cub: 

chan - for children, young women, and 
dose friends 

dono — archaic; used for higher-ranked 
or highly respected figures 

sama — used for superiors 

san — (he most common, used among 
eguals or near-eguals 

sensei — used for teachers, masters, 
Tespected entertainers, and politicians 
hozuki 

The Chinese lantern flower. Its boxy, 
crimson-orange seed pods never lose 
their color, even after the plant has 
died. Japanese children like to chew on 
the round, rubbery seeds, and 
sometimes blow through the pods 
like whistles. 


jitte-mon 

A policeman. The street cops of the Edo 
period carried jift, a specialized weapon 
about 18 inches long, with no cutting 
edge — just two prongs designed to catch 
and snap off'an opponeni's sword blade. 


kaishaku 

A second. In he rite of seyptek, a samurai 
was alloyved death with honor by cutting 
his own abdomen. After the incision was 
complete, the second would perform 
kaishaku, severing the samurai's head for 
a güick death. The second was known 
asa kaishakunin. 


kenkyaku 


Swordsman, kenshi. 


kögi kaishakunin 

The shögun's own second, who 
performed executions ordered by 
ihe shögun. 


koku 

A bale of rice. The traditional measure of 
a han's wealth, a measure of its 
agricultural land and productivity. 
Meireki 

The Teigns of the emperors were given 
special, felicitous names, or nengo. 
Sometimes there were several such nero 
during a single emperor's reign. Meiriki 
is one such zerigo. 


metsuke 

Inspector. A post combining the functions 
of chief of police and chief intelligence 
officer. 


ö-bangashira 

The supreme commander of a han 
standing guard (or ban) of samurai, 
<harged to protect the lord and casıle. 


ö-metsuke 

Chief inspector. The senior law- 
enforcemeni officer of the shögunate, 
reporting direcily to the 7ğjü senior 
councilors who advised the shögun. 


0-Sadamegaki 

Short for Kujigata O-Sadameğaki. The 
concordance of shögunate laws, compiled 
in 1742. 

ri 

Old unit of measurement, Approximately 
4 kilometers (2.5 miles). 


röjü 
Senior councilors, The inner circle of 
councilors direcily advising the shögun. 
The röjü were the ultimate advisory 
body to the Tokugawa shögunate's 
national gövernment, 


Rongo 

The Analecis of Confucius. 

rönin 

A masterless samurai. Literallıy “one adrift 
on the waves.” Members of the samurai 
caste who have lost their masters through 
the dissolution of Han, expulsion for 
misbehavior, or other reasons. Prohibited 
from working as farmers or merchants 
under the strict Confucian caste system 
imposed by the Tokugawa shögunate, 
many impoverished yönün became “hired 
guns” for whom the code of the samurai 
Was nothing but empty words. 


yü 
Often translated as “school.” The many, 
variations of swordsmanship and other 
martial arts were passed down from 
generation to generation to the offspring 
of the originator of the technigue or set 
of technigues, and to any dekhi students 
#hat sought to leam from the master. The 
largesi schools had their own dğö training, 
centers and scores of students. An 
effective swordsman had to study he 
different technigües of the various schools 
to know how to block them in combat. 
May yü also had a set of special, secret 
technigues that were only taughi to 
school initiates. 


Sado island 

Sado-jima, a cold and desolate island in 
the Japan sea off the coast of norther 
Honshu, has been a place of exile in Japan 
dating back to the cighih century A.D. 
After the discovery of gold on the island, 
labor in the gold mines of Sado was a 
Virtual death sentence, 


sengoku 

Warring states. For two centuries between 
«he old central rule in Kyoto and the rise 
of Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582), the first 


unifier of Japan, the country was ina 
state of anarchy, riven by constant civil 
war between rival warlords. 


seppuku 

The right to kill oneself with honor to 
atone for failure, or to follow one's master 
into death. Only the samurai class was 
allowed this glorious but excruciating 
death. The abdomen was cut horizontalIy, 
followed by an upward cut to spill out 
the intestines. When possible, a 
kaishakunin performed a beheading after 
the cut was made to shorten the agony, 


shaku 


10 sun, approximately 30 centimeters. 


Shikyo 

“Shi King.” in Chinese, The oldest poetry 
collection in Chinese literature. 

shinjü 

A double-suicide. Given Edo-pertod 
Japan”s strict caste structure, star-crossed 
lovers often found suicide a tragic last 
resort. Shin were one of the staples ol 
Edo-period theatre and literature, not t0 
mention the scandal sheets. 


sokushitsu 

The concubine of a daimyö. There was no 
stigma in old Japan to powerful men 
having mistresses in addition to their 
wives, and an o-sokushitsu shared the 
respect and influence of her powerful 
patron. O-sokushilsu literally means “the 
room next door” — for obvious reasons. 


suemono-giri 
Cutting through a stationary object. 


sun 
“Approximately 3 centimeters. 


Tsukuda 

Tsukada-jima, a small island near the 
mouth of the Sumida River in old Edo. 
Now surrounded by landfil it wasa fishing 
port and a center for unskilled labor. 


zanbatö 
The mythical horse-slicing stroke used 
by Öğami Ttö. 


KAZUO KOIKE 


Though widely respected as a 
powerful writer of graphic fiction, 
Kazuo Koike has spent a lifetime 
reaching beyond the bounds of he 
comics medium. Aside from co- 
creating and writing the successful 
Lone Wolf and Cub and Crying Freeman 
manga, Koike has hosted television 
programs; founded a golf magazine; 
produced movies; written popular 
fiction, poetry, and screenplays; and 
mentored some of Japan's best 
manga talent. 


Lone Wolf and Cub was first 
serialized in Japan in 1970 (under 
the title Kozure Okami) in Manga 
Action magazine and continued its 
hugely popular run for many years, 
being collected as the stories were 
published, and reprinted worldwide, 
Koike collected numerous awards 
for his work on the series 
ihroughout the next decade. 
Starting in 1972, Koike adapted the 
popular manga into a series of six 
films, the Baby Cart Assassin saga, 
garnering widespread commercial 
success and critical acclaim for 
his screenwriting. 

This wasn't Koike's only foray 
into film and video. In 1996, Crying 
Freeman, the manga Koike created 
with artist Ryoichi Tkegami, was 





produced in Hollywood and released 


to commercial succ; 





in Europe 
and is currently awaiting release 


in America 


And to give something back 
to the medium that gave him s0 
much, Koike started the Gekiga 
Sonjuku, a college course aimed at 


helping talented writers and arti 





— such as Ranma 1/2 creator 
Rumiko Takahashi — break into the 
comics field. 


The driving focus of Koike's 
narrative İs character developmeni, 
and his commitmeni to character is 
clear: “Comics are carried by 
characters. If a character is well 
created, the comic becomes a hit.” 
Kazuo Koike's continued success in 
comics and literature has proven 
this philosophy true. 





GÖSEKI KOJIMA 


Goseki Kojima was born on 
November 3, 1928, the very same day 
as the godfather of Japanese comics, 
Osamu Tezuka. While just out of 
junior high school, the self-taught 
Kojima began painting advertising 
posters for movie theaters to pay 
his bills. 


In 1950, Kojima moved to Tokyo, 
where the postwar devastation had 
given rise to special manga forms for 
audiences t00 poor to buy the new 
manga magazines. Kojima created art 
for kami-shibai, or “paper-play” 
narrators, who would use manga story 
sheets to present narrated street plays. 
Kojima moved on to creating works 
for the kashi-bon market, bookstores 
that rented out books, magazines, and 
manga to mostly low-income readers. 
He soon became highly popular 
among kashi-bon readers. 


In 1967, Kojima broke into the 
magazine market with his series 
Dojinki. As the manga magazine 
market grew and diversified, he turmed 
out a steady stream of popular series. 


In 1970, in collaboration with 
Kazuo Koike, Kojima began the work 
that would sal his reputation, Kozure 


Okami (Lone Wolf and Cub). Before long 
the story had become a gigantic hit, 
eventualiy spinning off a television 
series, six motion pictures, and even 
theme song records. Koike and Kojima 
were soon dubbed the “golden duo” 
and produced success after success 
on their way to the pinnacle of the 
manga world 


When Manga Japan magazine 
was launched in 1994, Kojima was 
asked to serve as consultant, and he 
helped train the next generation of 
manga artists. 


In his final years, Kojima turned 
to creating original graphic novels 
based on the movies of his favorite 
director, Akira Kurosawa. Kojima 
passed away on January 5, 2000 at 
the age of 71 





















































































































































THE RONIN REPORT 


by Tim Ervin-Gore 


The Women of Lone Wolf and Cub 


As Ratti and Westbrook state in Secrets of the 
Samurai, “the freguently myopic views of chroniclers 
of later ages and periods, bent upon reinforcing the 
preconceived notions of their patrons, tend largely 
to cither denigrate woman's role in the military history 
of early civilizations or ignore it entirely.” In the 
depths of feudal Japanese history, women are often 
poorly represented, as if their contributions were 
erased from the books in order to propel the advances 
of men. This is an activity observable in just about 
every culture throughout history. But women have 
refused to stay down, and continue to resist 
patriarchal societies, which might prefer to keep them 
in a subservient role. Pushing their ideas and 
leadership abilities to the fore, women have always 
been major players in society, albeit occasionally in 
backroom roles. Increasingly, history books are being 
rewritten to bring a focus back to womens roles in 
every realm of society. In Japan, there are numerous 


examples of women rising above society's restrictions, 
and Koike and Kojima do a fair job of giving women 
their deserved attention. 


The pages of Lone Wolf and Cub present women 
in numerous societal roles: poor, rich, powerful, weak, 
young, old, fat, skinny, sexy, not so sexy, mean, kind, 
etc. And, aside from the roles that some historians 
would have you believe women filled, Koike and 
Kojima chose to place women in prominent positions, 
often heading a group of assassins here, running a 
Yakuza brothel over there, and performing the arts 
of war just about everywhere. Not only does this 
better help the reader to understand and sympathize 
for the whole of feudal Japanese society, but it also 
makes for a far more interesting (and sexually 
charged) read. 


For instance, as early as the second story of the 
Lone Wolf and Cub continuum, the reader is pulled into 
the ruthless and shady scheme of Lady O-Sen, a 
woman of unbounded aspiration in her guest to be 
the behind-the-scenes ruler of her clan and, therefore, 
her han. Like the governors of states, han lords held 
bountiful power, collecting taxes from the commoners, 


and reporting directiy to the Shogun. In “A Father 
Knows His Child's Heart, as Only a Child Can Know 
His Father's” (Vol. 1), the Lady O-sen uses her sexuality 
and guile to lure samurai into her evil plot, offering her 
body and receiving their loyalty in retum. In the end, 
of course, O-Sen winds up on the wrong side of Ogami's 
sword, politics being the means to her abrupt end. 


But the ambitious woman is not the predominant 
female image in Lone Wolf and Cub. In fact, only two 
chapters later, in the story “Baby Cart on the River 
Styx,” Ogami and Daigoro meet a group of Yakuza 
who employ little Daigoro to suckle the breast of an 
ailing woman. In this story, Koike positions the 
woman as a sword-carrying egual amongst Yakuza 
brothers. Though much of the Yakuza business centers 
around female trades (prostitution in particular), 
current studies suggest that women's roles in 
Japanese organized crime were limited, with a few 
exceptions, such as an instance when a leader's wife 
makes decisions for the family in the event of his 
death. The reasons cited for this exclusion are usually 
based on an assumed weakness of women. However, 
Koike wrote women into leadership roles within 
feudal organized-crime families in numerous stories. 


In the eighteenth chapter, “The Virgin and the Whore” 
(Vol. 3), a woman who heads a brothel hunts a girl 
who killed one of her procurers in self-defense. Ogami 
stands in the way of “floating world” business 
dealings, and the situation becomes immediately 
tense. However, the madam”'s bearing and wisdom 
suggest a deep understanding of samurai politics and 
a firm grip on her underlings within the organization. 
It could be assumed that, in feudal times, women 
had a better understanding of the samurai culture, 
and, having a coincidental impression of honor and 
desire to continue the bloodline, they were likely 
more adept in leadership of crime families. This 
logical path makes Koike and Kojima's stories more 
believable, and the reader's interest is pigued by the 
commanding, intelligent, and often martially skilled 
women populating the stories. 


It isin the wielding of weapons that Koike and 
Kojima best expressed the fury of the female. Both 
women mentioned in the last paragraph carried 
weapons in their respective stories but never used 
them. However, as early as the seventh chapter of Lone 
Wolf and Cub, “The Eight Gates of Deceit” (Vol. 1), 
women take up arms against our protagonist and use 


them in an attempt to kill him. In fact, eight women 
using different ferocious technigues try to kill the 
unstoppable Ogami. The eight make up the main 
guard of their han, one being the captain of the guard 
and main martial instructor. Placing the women 
willfully behind the sword makes for a remarkabiy 
dramatic plot and dissolves any expectation of timid 
helplessness in women. In another moving story, 
“The Performer,” a woman rises from the lower caste 
to become the female martial arts trainer, or besshiki- 
onna, of a han. The tale winds down to eventual 
tragedy, but not before the woman exacts her revenge 
upon a man With her superior technigue. According 
to some scholars, the act of a woman taking up arms 
was not such a rare thing. Ratti and Westbrook note 
that there were notable woman warriors in Japanese 
history, such as Tomoe Gozen, wife of General Kiso 
no Yoshinaka. She was described as exceptionally 
strong and hauntingly beautiful and was the subject 
of many plays and poems. In a particularly historic 
incident, Tomoe beheaded an enemy general for 
tearing the sleeve of her kimono. Indeed, women were 
often the last defense for a village in times of war, so 
their martial skills tended to be guite important, if 
not celebrated. 


Not to weave too far from the perceived truth, 
Koike and Kojima also cast many women into roles 
considered traditional, romantic, or expected. There 
are many sympathetic common women throughout 
the Lone Wolf and Cub series, such as the rice-planting 
women in “Black Wind” (Vol. 5), shown as a positive 
work force in the face of hard times. Ogami looks upon 
their country wisdom with respect, adapting their beliefs 
into his role as an assassin. In “Wings to the Bird, Fangs 
to the Beast” (Vol. 1), Ogami receives and returns the 
respect of a sympathetic and wise prostitute. In this 
story, the prostitute shows more honor and bearing 
than one samurai in the same predicament. Imprisoned 
by a band of brigands who demand to witness a sex 
act as entertainmeni, the prostitute defends Ogami's 
honor, and in retum, he has sex with her to keep her 
from being murdered. Not much of a sacrifice, you 
might think, but as the prostitute says to the less 
honorable samurai a few panels after the consummated 
act, “when you're shaking and peeing in your pants 
that you're going to die, could you satisfy a woman?” 
This reiterates Ogami/s virility and capabilities (now 
asalover as well as a fighter) and places a woman of 
guestionable honor in an air of higher respect than all 
of the men (save Ogami) around her. 


Though it is explained a few chapters later that 
the prostitute had once lived a better life, a prostitute 
in feudal Japan might have carned such strong 
character and understanding of honor due to her 
occupation. According to George Scott”s The History of 
Prostitution, “im no other country on the face of the 
carth has the woman of easy virtue received the respect 
accorded to her in Japan.” Indeed, the Japanese 
courtesan, geisha, and/or prostitute largely carried the 
responsibility of creating and passing culture amongst 
society. Also, since the samurai were a large part of 
the customer base for courtesans, their culture passed 
through the ladies, probabiy finding refinement along 
the way. 


Encompassing some of the aforementioned 
elements, the story “The Performer” features a 
woman Who rose from the low caste of a street 
performer to become the besshiki onna, training the 
other women of a han court on the skills of war. As 
explained in the story, such a rise was unlikely, so 
her story is one of great pride and honor. However, 
as the tale turns tragic, the woman must defend her 
honor the only way she knows how, with the cold 
blade of vengeance. 


Similarly, in “Inn of the Last Chrysanthemum,” 
from this very volume, a young girl works atan 
inn, patiently awaiting her opportunity for revenge. 
As stated in the story, the girls working the inns 
commonly served as prostitutes. In fact, as Oliver 
Statler wrote in his charming tome Japanese Inn, 
“prostitutes were almost indispensable to a 
Japanese inn.” He went on to discuss some of the 
very elements seen in the above story: girls 
competing in the streets for the attention of weary 
travelers and nervous managers worried about the 
caste of their clientele. In this chapter of Lone Wolf 
and Cub, the young girl would be of a lower caste 
of prostitutes, but it's what she's hiding that sets 
her apart. That classic samurai desire for revenge 
boils within her, and only one as sharp as Ogami 
can sense it. Vengeance may not have been 
exclusively a samurai element, but they certainly 
seemed to corner the market. A family's place in 
Japanese society seemed so important thatifa 
samurai lost face by means of another's dishonesiy, 
a baby not yet born might be expected to 
eventualiy find the existing head of the offending 
samurai”s family and kill him (or her, as the case 
may be). 


The combination of samurai sister and innocent 
prosütute serves as an excellent example of Koike and 
Kojima's artful use of feudal Japanese women in Lone 
Wolf and Cub — a girl passing into womanhood, of 
samurai birth, yet lost to the painful world of a roadside 
inn de-onna. The balance of the honorable society with 
the common and the retention of sensational emotion 
make for a weli-developed character, and the element 
of vengeance not only motivates the character, but 
connecis her to the underlying theme of Lone Wolf and 
Cub. The women Ogami meets on his joumeys are the 
only people who share his dedication to revenge. If 
Koike and Kojima were to be credited with one thing, 
character development would be at the top of the list. 
Asit says in his biography, Koike believes that “comics 
are carried by characters.” And the colorful, intense 
flavor of female characters in Lone Wolf and Cub certainly 
reflects that philosophy. 
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